Geography Curriculum Statement

Intent

Geography at St Monica Primary School is delivered through an enquiry-based approach where key
guestions shape geographical investigations. Children actively take part in enquiries and experience field
trips, practical geography and visits in the local area. We believe that Geography should spark children’s
fascination and curiosity about the world and its people. Children are taught to have a questioning mind
and to debate topics they feel passionate about. At St Monica Primary our curriculum is designed fo
provide all out children with the subject specific vocabulary they need to describe, question and discuss
the world as well as their place in it. We seek to create a life-long love of the subject through teaching our
children about diverse places, people and resources. Throughout their Geography journey, pupils are
taught the contextual knowledge of their local area and how to interpret and communicate geographical
information. Children’s learning extends beyond the local area to the UK, Europe and the wider world. We
believe that Geography is aspirational as it encourages children to understand theirimpact on the world
and grow up with an awareness of their global citizenship and how to make purposeful change.

Implementation

e Children in Early Years learn about People, Culture and Communities as part of Understanding the
World, which begins fo lay the foundation for future Geography learning. Children begin to learn
about the school grounds and start to make simple comparisons with other places. Through
exposure to stories, videos and resources, children begin to understand that there is a wider world
around them.

e Geography lessons then progress to be taught in blocked units throughout Key Stage 1 and Key
Stage 2.

e All children cover two geography units during each academic year. The journey is planned to
ensure all children receive a rich geography curriculum that builds on prior knowledge.

¢ During Key Stage 1 children learn about their local area and the geographical location of Sholing
within the wider community. They then make comparisons between Sholing and the polar regions.

e During Key Stage 2 the curriculum builds to study other localities including Spain and the Amazon
Rainforest.

e Geography has been carefully mapped to make links with other subjects where relevant, for
example science and the enquiry of the water cycle.

e All children take part in a week-long Geography enquiry unit where they follow the geography
enquiry wheel to answer a big question including ‘Is there a litter problem in Sholing?’, ‘Is there a
traffic problem at our school gate?’ and ‘why do people choose to live near a volcano?’

e Geography is carefully planned to ensure that there is a progression of skills, and that links are made
between units and other subjects' content.

¢ Knowledge organisers are in place to ensure that children know and understand their learning
journey and can make links to prior geographical learning. The knowledge organisers contain the
subject specific vocabulary for each unit and teachers explicitly teach this vocabulary.

o Reftrieval quizzes are used throughout each unit to consolidate previous learning from other taught
units and the current unit being taught.

¢ Children experience a range of fieldwork trips to support their geography learning including the
local area (Sholing), Southampton and the New Forest.

o Geography learning is documented in the wider curriculum books as well as additional
photographic evidence being collected where appropriate.




Children access a wide range of resources in geography including maps and atlases and they also
access digital online technology to support their learning.

Teachers assess children’s understanding of Geography in every lesson through the uses of the
knowledge organisers, retrieval quizzes, questioning and the children’s use of subject specific
vocabulary.

Geography is also taught outside of each unit by the whole school taking part in a Geography
themed day where each class learns about a country of choice.

Assemblies are used to teach topical days like environmental awareness day.

Impact

The impact of the geography curriculum can be evaluated against the end of key stage expectations listed
below:

At the end of Early Years, our e Talk about places that are familiar to them.

children at St Monica Primary e Name places around the school and their uses

School will: ¢ Recognise some environments that are different to where they live

o Explore different countries through books and stories
e Draw information from a simple map

School

At the end of Key Stage 1, our e Use world maps to identify the United Kingdom and its countries.
children at St Monica Primary ¢ Name and identify the 7 continents and 5 oceans

will: o Use simple compass directions and locatfional and directional
language to describe the locations and features on a map.

e Use aerial photographs to identify local landmarks

e |dentify physical and human features

e Draw information form and devise a simple map using some symbols

inakey.,
At the end of Key stage 2, our ¢ have contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant
children at St Monica Primary places.
School will: ¢ know and define physical and human characteristics
e understand the actions of processes both in physical and human
geography

o be competentin the geographical skills needed to collect, analyse
and communicate with a range of data gathered through
experiences of fieldwork

e interpret arange of sources of geographical information, including
maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs.

e communicate geographical information in a variety of ways,
including maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at
length as a geographer.

Impact

Geography is monitored by a subject specific lead who ensures that all coverage is being taught to
the highest standard.

The geography subject leader conducts a variety of monitoring including lesson observations, work
scrutiny, planning scrutiny and pupil conferencing where appropriate. Pupil book studies are used to
assess what has been taught and recalled by the children.

The geography subject leader assesses the impact of the geography curriculum by following the
Inspire Learning Partnership Curriculum Evaluation cycle (which is based on the Pupil Book Study
approach) evaluating one key area per half term and updating the subject action plan
accordingly.

Our geography lead continuously develops their own subject knowledge to support staff in their
delivery of the curriculum.

Opportunities for collaboration across the Trust supports professional learning in the subject area.



